
 

Riversdale Primary School  
Medium Term Planning 

 
Year Group Year 5 
Topic Extreme Experiences 
Selected Text (POR) Ice Trap! 

 
Areas of Learning 
 

• As historians, we will be able to place the main events in Benin's history within a chronological framework. We will understand what happened in its 
pre-colonial, colonial and post-colonial history. 

• We will learn about the social, cultural, religious and ethnic diversity of Benin. We will understand the past is represented and interpreted in different 
ways and give reasons for this. 

• We will be able to locate Benin and the Antarctic on a map, use coordinates and be able to use the terms latitude, longitude. 
• We will know some physical and climate features of Benin and the Antarctic and be able to compare and contrast. 
• We will learn about hemispheres, tropics, time zones and polar circles, the latter in the additional context of Shackelton's experience. 
• As global citizens, we will understand and explain reasons for changes in the environment by looking at global warming and environmental concerns 

about the Antarctic. We will begin to understand how people seek sustainable solutions to environmental problems. 
• We will share our information, questions and ideas using a variety of medium; writing with/without ICT, drama, debating and learn to respond to each 

other’s ideas appropriately. 
• We will work on understanding the concepts of global citizenship through environmental issues, slavery and fair trade. 

 
 

Rights Respecting Enterprise Environment Spiritual and Moral Communities 
 
The UNCRC articles that will 
be addressed during this 
topic are: 
 
Article 7 

 
As enterprising people,  
we will:  
 
Investigate fair trade 
simulating a cotton farm and 
investigating the conditions 

 
As people concerned with our 
environment, we will:  
 
Understand the role of 
International Aid and Fair 
trade. 

 
In our Spiritual and Moral 
development, we will:  
 
Explore the themes of slavery 
and corruption through our 

 
As members of a community, 
we will:  
 
Look at the different political 
parties in Benin exploring 



(Registration, name, 
nationality, care) 
 
Article 8 
(Preservation of identity) 
 
Article 9 
(Separation from parents) 
 
Article 11 
(Kidnapping) 
 
Article 19 
(Protection from all forms of 
violence) 
 
Article 31 
(Leisure, play and culture) 
 
Article 32 
(Child labour) 
 
Article 25 
(Abduction, sale and 
trafficking) 
 

of workers through role play 
as farmers and cotton field 
workers. 
 
The literacy rate is among 
the lowest in the world, 
particularly among females. 
We will speak up for (girls') 
education by trying to 
persuade MPs to do their bit 
to pass the message on to 
ensure world leaders keep 
their promise of education for 
all. 
 

 
Investigate global warming 
and effect on polar circles. 

historical exploration of 
Benin in West Africa.  

how the country is/has been 
run. 
 
Understand the importance 
of democracy across the 
world, comparing this to 
previous times in history and 
modern contexts. 
 
 

 
Essentials for Learning and Life Areas of Learning 

Communication: Attitudes: Human Social and Environmental Understanding: 
 
Writing, Presenting and Broadcasting:  

• Non-chronological report 
• Factual research 
• Summarising key information. 

 
Learning and Thinking Skills:  

• Children will ask their own 
questions, learning to reason 
on moral issues such as 
slavery and corruption. 

 
Geography Skills: 

• Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe 
(including the location of Russia) and North and South America, 
concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and 
human characteristics, countries, and major cities. 



• Children write a newspaper 
report, a recount, 
communicating in a diary and 
a letter in role, story writing. 

• Biography 
• Debate moral dilemmas 
• Persuasive writing 
• Make notes and use evidence 

from text to explain ideas. 
• Appreciate what makes a 

story memorable and the 
characters exciting. 

• Adapt sentence construction 
to different text types, 
purposes and readers. 

 

• Empathise with characters 
and consider how particular 
situations make individuals 
behave as they do. 

 
Personal and Emotional Skills/ 
PHSE/RE:  

• Talk about my opinions and 
explain my views on the 
issues raised. 

• Research and discuss and 
debate the issues. 

• Resolve differences by 
looking at alternative making 
decisions and choices. 

• Consider how their actions 
can affect others / the 
environment. 

 
Social Skills:  

• Children will be able to work 
as a group to solve different 
problems. What makes a 
good leader? What does it 
mean to work as part of a 
team? 

• Children will be able to listen 
to the opinions and views of 
others and use these to form 
own views. 

 

• Understand geographical similarities and differences through the 
study of human and physical geography of a region of the United 
Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region in North or 
South America. 

• Describe and understand key aspects of physical geography, 
including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, 
mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle. 

• Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate 
countries and describe features studied. 

• Use the 8 points of a compass, 4 and 6-figure grid references, 
symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to 
build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world. 

 
History Skills:  

• Pupils develop and understanding of the chronology of places, events 
and people. 

• Learn about the characteristic features of the period and society 
studied, including ideas, beliefs, attitudes and experiences of men, 
women and children in the past and present through nonfiction and 
fiction texts - West African Stories. 

• Learn about the social, cultural, religious and ethnic diversity of the 
groups studied 

• To identify and give reasons for and the results of historical events, 
situations and changes. 

• Find out about events of time studied through appropriate range of 
sources, including ICT. 

• Recall, select and organise historical information. 

Mathematics: Scientific and Technological Understanding 
 
Following the Wandsworth and Merton mathematics themes, as well as: 

• Put events in Benin's history on timeline. 

 
Forces: 



• Convert currency. 
• Describe direction using 8 compass points. 
• Use 4/6 coordinates. 

• Explain that unsupported objects fall towards the Earth because of 
the force of gravity acting between the Earth and the falling object. 

• Identify the effects of air resistance, water resistance and friction, that 
act between moving surfaces. 

• Recognise that some mechanisms including levers, pulleys and gears 
allow a smaller force to have a greater effect 

 
Properties and Changes of Materials: 

• Compare and group together everyday materials on the basis of their 
properties, including their hardness, solubility, transparency, 
conductivity (electrical and thermal), and response to magnets  
Know that some materials will dissolve in liquid to form a solution, 
and describe how to recover a substance from a solution  
Use knowledge of solids, liquids and gases to decide how mixtures 
might be separated, including through filtering, sieving and 
evaporating  

• Give reasons, based on evidence from comparative and fair tests, for 
the particular uses of everyday materials, including metals, wood and 
plastic 

• Demonstrate that dissolving, mixing and changes of state are 
reversible changes 

• Explain that some changes result in the formation of new materials, 
and that this kind of change is not usually reversible, including 
changes associated with burning and the action of acid on 
bicarbonate of soda. 

 
Computing: Understanding the Arts and Design: 

 
In researching Benin/Antarctica the students will: 

• Use search technologies effectively, appreciate how results are 
selected and ranked, and be discerning in evaluating digital content 

• Select, use and combine a variety of software (including internet 
services) on a range of digital devices to design and create a range of 
programs, systems and content that accomplish given goals, 

 
Art and Design Skills:  
Children will study: 

• Benin masks. 
• West African art. 

 



including collecting, analysing, evaluating and presenting data and 
information. 

• Use technology safely, respectfully and responsibly; recognise 
acceptable/unacceptable behaviour; identify a range of ways to report 
concerns about content and contact. 

As well as following the Switched-on Computing curriculum. 
 

 


